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these intestine feuds, and it will suffice to say that in
1809 a British mission was sent to Shuja Shdh Durdni to
establish a defensive alliance ; that Shdh Shuja was after-
wards driven out of Kabul, and that Dost Muhammad, of
the Barahzai family, had established himself as king in
Kabul in 1826, when the Durdni claimant was an exile
in India under British protection. All fear of Afghan
invasions of India had disappeared in consequence of
the establishment of the strong Sikh kingdom of Ranjit
Sing in the Punjab, but Dost Muhammad's dearest object
in life was the recovery of Peshawar from the Sikhs.
Lord Auckland was unable to make over to its enemies
a town which belonged to an independent prince, and
without this Dost Muhammad would give no satisfactory
guarantees on other matters which the Governor-General
had more at heart. Lord Auckland resolved to replace
him by Shah Shuja, who might reasonably be expected to
be sufficiently subservient to his benefactors. That prince
was accordingly placed upon the throne by British bayo-
nets in 1839. But the Afghans would have none of him,
and the British army continued for two years in Afghanis-
tan till the Political Agents, Sir Alexander Barnes and
Sir William Macnaughten, were assassinated,'the latter
by a son of Dost Muhammad. Under a promise that it
would not be molested, the army set out for India in winter,
4000 men and 12,000 camp-followers, nearly all of whom
were either slain or perished of cold and exposure on the
way. This disaster was avenged in 1842 by the army of
retribution under Generals Pollok and Sale.
The conquest of Sindh in 1843, and the first and second
Sikh wars in 1845 and 1848-1849, the second Burmese
war of 1852, the annexation of Oudh in 1856, the confla-
gration of the mutiny in 1857, the transfer of India to the
crown in 1858, these great events succeeded one another
in rapid succession before Lord Lawrence acknowledged
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